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Biography 

Dr. Arianna Elmquist is a board-certified oral and maxillofacial surgeon with fellowship training in head 

and neck oncology and microvascular reconstruction from the University of Alabama at Birmingham. Her 

clinical interests include oral cancer, facial reconstruction, microvascular free-flap surgery, regenerative 

medicine, and orthognathic surgery. She is passionate about advancing multidisciplinary collaboration 

and expanding access to specialized surgical services. Outside of work, Dr. Elmquist enjoys traveling with 

her husband, hiking, white-water rafting, paragliding, and attending live music events. 

Course Description  

This presentation will provide an overview of the multidisciplinary management of patients with head and 

neck cancer, emphasizing the essential role dental professionals play in early diagnosis, timely referral, 

dental rehabilitation, and long-term patient care. Topics will include oncologic surgery, surgical and dental 

reconstruction, strategies to mitigate radiation-related damage, and the functional challenges patients 

may experience following cancer treatment. 

Learning Objectives: 

At the end of the course, participants should be able to: 

• Recognize and differentiate high-risk oral lesions. 

• Identify common pitfalls that may contribute to delays in diagnosis. 

• Describe common surgical approaches and recognize typical postoperative appearances. 

• Anticipate functional and dental complications associated with cancer treatment. 

• Develop effective referral and communication strategies to support coordinated, multidisciplinary 

patient care. 
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